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here. Mr. Gokhale had replied and made a different explanation of what occur-
red. He (General Botha) wished to state that he was present at the interview
with Mr. Gokhale. It took place in his (General Botha's) office, and the others
present were General Smuts, Mr. Fischer, and Mr. Gokhale. He only wished
to say that he agreed with and endorsed every word spoken by General Smuts
in regard to that interview, and in regard to what took place. "At any rate,"
General Botha concluded, "we shall do nothing by which your rights will
suffer."
It will be observed that General Botha confirms the denial given by
General Smuts to the statement that the repeal of the £3 tax was definitely
promised to Mr. Gokhale.
Colonial Office Records: 551/45
APPENDIX
POLAK'S LETTER TO LORD AMPTHIW
volksrust gaol,
November 12, 1913
DEAR LORD AMPTHILL,
My present address will not surprise you after the cables that will have
doubtless been sent home. The circumstances of my arrest you will see from
Indian Opinion. The whole affair, whilst partially accidental, is really taking ad-
vantage of me on the part of the Government. I had joined Mr. Gandhi near
Greylingstad, in order to discuss a number of matters with him prior to my
prospective departure for India on Friday next. He was then marching at the
head of 1500 of the £3 tax passive resisters who had entered the Transvaal
to court arrest, as the Government had refused otherwise to deal with them
and had left the heavy burden of feeding and otherwise maintaining them upon
us. I had received a warning from him that if I came to the Transvaal from
Natal, I might be arrested. In view of the fact that I, as an outsider, had so
often counselled Indian passive resisters to challenge arrest, I felt that it
would be highly dishonourable for me—an Englishman—to draw back before
1 A copy of this was forwarded by Lord Ampthill to the Colonial Office
on December 5, along with a covering letter in which he observed, "I
venture to think that the Union Government of South Africa would have
done better to invite the leaders of the Indian community to confer with
them instead of putting them in gaol as there can be little doubt that under
Mr. Gandhi's leadership the struggle would have been managed without dis-
order and with none of the injury which has since been caused. I trust, how-
ever, that His Majesty's Government have already suggested to the authorities
in South Africa that negotiation with Mr. Gandhi affords the most likely means
of arriving at a speedy solution of the difficulty."

